





 
 






 







	

 

	Research 
	Experts
	Events
	Publications
	About
	Donate





 














 







	Century International

	PK-12 Education
	English Learners
	Housing
	Bridges Collaborative
	Early Education
	School Integration

	Higher Education
	Higher Education Equity
	College Accountability
	College Affordability
	For-Profit Education

	Health Care
	Health Equity
	Reproductive Justice
	Expanding Coverage
	Black Maternal Health
	COVID-19

	Economic Opportunity
	Manufacturing
	Ending Poverty
	Disability
	Care Economy
	Unemployment
	Unions & Organizing

 














Health Care
 









 
1 in 10 Americans Could Lose Access to Marketplace Plans 
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The new administration and Congress have set down a path to repeal the Affordable Care Act (ACA) through a reconciliation bill with a delayed effective date, and then to subsequently replace it with yet-to-be-determined policies at a future date. A similar “repeal and delay” bill was vetoed by President Obama last year. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) recently estimated the impact such legislation would have on premiums and access to plans in the Health Insurance Marketplaces (Marketplaces). In a previous Century Foundation post, we translated CBO’s projected premium increases into dollar amounts and found that repeal-and-delay could add roughly $725 to $900 to the 2018 average annual premiums for young adults.

Today, we analyzed another one of CBO’s conclusions on the legislation: that “roughly 10 percent of the population would be living in an area that had no insurer participating” in the first year after enactment, which could be 2018. In 2017, zero percent of Americans had no insurer participating in their Marketplaces.


While the decision by insurers whether or not to offer coverage in a particular county is multi-facted, the map below lays out—in our view—one of the more likely scenarios under repeal and delay for 2018. The map identifies the counties that are most at risk of a complete loss of competition—those counties where only one insurer currently participates. The cumulative population of these at-risk counties represents slightly less than 20 percent of the total U.S. population. The High Risk counties, which have the lowest number of potential customers among all at-risk counties, correspond to the 10 percent of the population projected by CBO to lose total access to Marketplace coverage. The Vulnerable counties also only have one insurer, but have a larger customer base, making them less likely to lose all insurer participation in the first year, all else equal.
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While this analysis depicts only one possible scenario under either “repeal and delay” or administrative actions to undermine the same policies, it is clear that, no matter how you distribute the effects, a loss of access to Marketplace coverage for 10 percent of Americans cannot be written off. And with these access to coverage loss numbers projected by CBO to grow to 50 or even 75 percent of the population with the repeal of financial assistance, the “repeal and delay” approach ultimately fails to meet the promise of more coverage by the president and members of Congress.

Cover photo: Matthew Perkins, Old Bourke Hospital Bed, February 11, 2016.
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Jeanne Lambrew, Contributor


Jeanne Lambrew, PhD, was formerly a senior fellow at The Century Foundation and an adjunct professor at the NYU Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. Her writing, research, and teaching focus on policies to improve health care access, affordability, and quality. 
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Ellen Montz, Contributor


Ellen Montz was a senior fellow at The Century Foundation with expertise in U.S. health care policy, with a specific research focus on health insurance coverage and market regulation. She is currently a PhD candidate in health policy, with a concentration in economics, at Harvard University. 
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Simon Glenn-Gregg, Interactive Lead


Simon Glenn-Gregg is the Interactive Lead at The Century Foundation. He manages TCF's digital platform and focuses on making its data engaging. He also writes about issues of affordable housing, health care reform and concentrations of poverty.
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Top 5 Reasons Cannabis Decriminalization Is a Disability Economic Justice Issue
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Mississippi Is Looking to Expand Medicaid. Other Holdout States Should Too.
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States Still Challenged in Making Timely Unemployment Payments to Laid Off Workers
 

March 27, 2024 — By Michele Evermore


















[image: NEW YORK, NY - FEBRUARY 28:  Members and supporters of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) protest outside a Trader Joe’s store in Manhattan February 28, 2011 in New York City. The Florida farmworkers pick tomatoes for Trader Joe’s and other companies and are asking for workplace conditions to improve and for wages, which haven’t been raised since 1978, to be increased. The workers say Trader Joe’s has refused to sign a food pledge to pay an extra penny per pound of tomatoes.  (Photo by Mario Tama/Getty Images)] 
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